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1 diciembre de 2007

El profesor Alvans Giménez ascoordinador de politica cientifica del Dineclor General
da la Agencia Espacial Europea desde 2007, hablendo sido anteriormenta diractor
del Departamento de Investigacidn y Apoyo Clentifico de la agencia desde 2001, Es
asirdnomo de formackin ¥ ha investigado principalments esirellas en sisemas
binarios eclipsantes. Ha sido profesor fibular de la Universidad Comphulense @
investigador del CSIC. Ahora es Profesor de Investigacion del C5IC en excadencia
voluntaria, Investigador principal de varios instrumentos a8 bords de misiones
espaciales como INTEGRAL, ha dedicado lambién mucho esfuerzo a la gestion de
instituckones, como el INTA del que fus Dinsctor General, y a proyechos de la agencia
Ha pubdicado mas de 300 trabajos clentificos, entre articulosy ponencias.

16 enero de 2008

Professor David Southwood has been Director of Science at the European Space
Agency since 2001, His presend responsibiifies encompass the planning,
davelopment and impleamentalion of all ESA's space mission in asbronomy, solar and
planatary sciance and fundamantal physics in space_He is a space physicist who has
spant the bulk of his career at the Blackett Laboratory, the Physics Depariment of
Imperial College London where he worked on many space misalons, often with
European, Amarican, Japanese and Russan collaborators. He has long had a
¥isiting position al the Linkersily of California Los Angekes, having been a Regents'
Professor (2000}, In addition to serving on many senior British sclence advisony
commiitees, David Southwood has been chairman of many space sclence
committess in Eurcpa and al ESA, including the Science Programme Commities
{SPC)and the Space Sclence Advisory Committes (S5AC), He has published mone
than 200 publications and scientific arlicies, largely in solar terresirial and planetany

physics.
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Even now, not only the earles
galaxies Imaged remain those

Hstrunﬂmiﬂ recorded by the HST wlira deep field, bt

due fo space 80 much new obaenational

Enowledge has opaned up. Black holes

have moved from theoretical constrects fo

obseryational entities, the ripples In the

cosmie merowave background allow us 1o

explore how the universe came oul of the

undifferentiated confusion of the Big Bang and

with the coming of space Infra-red astronomy, waler

has been seen lo be almosl ublguitous. In parallel, the

space age brought the posssbility 1o think of exploring in stu the caleshal bodies closes!

bt Earth in our solar system. Spacecralt have bean sent to encounter many of the solar

system's bodes large and small, Indeed, wsang he new scence of space
halosasmology, we have gven seen 1o the centre of the Sun itsell

Vihat could be laft to do? Space science loday still oMers new possibilities. The datailed
examination of the workings of cur galaxy, the detection of Earth-like planats beyond
our sofar system, the identification of dark matter and dark enengy are new challenges
to be addressed, Gravitational waves will open a new window on the universe as well
as, just in thair detection, providing a new elamant in our undarstanding of basic
physics. Al the same time, we have only scratched the surface (sometimes Merally) of
owr exploration of the myried bodies of our solar system. Europe should take a sarious
part of the exploration ahead. The banafits extend beyond the sphene of schance lor
science’s saka or [he inspiration fo the young; Eurcpe has its part to play inunravelling
questions that mankind has pondered for millennia and space addresses no less than
some of the key questions.




