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A month does not go by without some new study appearing in a peer-reviewed 
journal which purports to demonstrate some ill effect that will be caused by global warming. 
The effects are conditional on global warming being true, which is itself not certain, and 
which must be categorized and bounded. 

Evidence for global warming is in two parts: observations and explanations of those 
observations, both of which must be faithful, accurate, and useful in predicting new 
observations. To be such, the observations have to be of the right kind, the locations and 
timing where and when they were taken should be ideal, and the measurement error should 
be negligible. 

The physics of our explanations, both of motion and e.g. heat, must be accurate, the 
algorithms used to solve and approximate the physics inside software must be good, chaos 
on the time scale of predictions must be unimportant, and there must be no experimenter 
effect. None of these categories is certain. 

As an exercise, bounds are estimated for their certainty and for the unconditional 
certainty in ill effects. Doing so shows that we are more certain than we should be. 

 



 

 


